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Home Addition Before 



Outside In 

The owners of this home were cut off 
from their property’s best asset– expan-
sive natural  woods in the backyard.  As 
shown on this and the front page, the 
‘before’ conditions had small windows & 
doors going to the rear, coupled with a 
low screened porch that further limited 
the views.  The project goals were to 
open up the back of their home to the 
views and daylight they craved, while 
creating a warm, inviting and larger space 
to entertain in. As they spent so much 
time at their breakfast table and in their 
family room, they wanted those spaces to 
be front and center in the backyard-focus.   

Though these goals are not unusual 
in a remodeling project we were also 
asked to create spaces infused with Arts 
& Crafts styling with warm and comfort-
able details– a style often in conflict with 
such an ‘open the space up’ request. 

The project’s retail price was 
$246,000.  The total affected area of   
remodeled and added space was 780 sf. 

 

The family room addition opened up expansive views to the 
woods in the backyard as well as bringing in daylight. 

Before 
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Inside Out 

The basic structural solution we de-
signed and built was a large addition be-
hind the kitchen area.  This space has a 
vaulted ceiling to allow daylight to reach 
far into the house, and has a simple gable 
roof to reflect the existing architecture.  
The exterior detailing blends with the 
home– siding & trim, windows, and large 
massing proportions.  

By using tall cascading windows on 
the gable end and using skylights on the 
new roof, we creatively drew daylight 
deep into the house.  Though the kitchen 
now has much less exterior wall than be-
fore, it now has much more daylight. 
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Floor Plan:  AFTER 
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The breakfast room was moved into the new 
addition and the kitchen expanded sideways into 
the old breakfast space.  A new family room 
space fills out the rest of the  addition.  

The mudroom and laundry was enlarged to-
wards the now bigger kitchen for needed space, 
and was reconfigured to provide a clean traffic 
flow in from the garage.   

The kitchen is now better situated at the core, 
with a central island outfitted with the cooktop 
and an attractive jewel-like hood above to act as 
the focus of a detailed new space. 

Floor plan adjustments:      
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Kitchen- Creative Details 

The reconfigured kitchen has a large functional 
island, with an graceful soffit and hood above. In 
order to vent the exhaust over the cooktop, it was 
necessary to jog the ductwork across the under-
side of the floor joists above.  Making a virtue of 

666   

Before 

necessity, we designed and built the soffit to 
conceal that ductwork, and detailed it with deco-
rative painting, recessed lighting, tile, wood, a 
steel and copper hood and pot rack to accent 
and echo the shape of the island. 
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The ceramic tile backsplash was designed to 
add more colors and textures.  Finishes on the 
Pratt & Larson tiles vary from matte to gloss to 
metallic.   

The main countertop is a matte finish Caeser-
Stone quartz product that imitates  limestone.  
The island countertop (picture at right) is a pol-
ished natural granite. 

We created a greater sense of space by elimi-
nating the door to the basement and the stairwell 
walls.  The finished basement now feels closer to 
the heart of the home. 



Family & Breakfast Room 

Well styled and proportioned light fixtures, ceil-
ing fan, and furnishings maintain the balance in 
the space and continue the Arts & Crafts ele-
ments of the kitchen.   

The Midwest climate is tempered by the use of 
spray foam insulation in the roof structure, walls, 
and crawl space, as well as by the use of a ceil-
ing fan, and skylights with electronic openers. 
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 A careful interplay amongst colors, lighting, wood, and metals allow the expansive family room and vaulted ceiling to flow elegantly with the more detailed 
kitchen space.  The spaces all provide an inviting warmth coupled with great functionality. 
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Brief Project Summary 
Cabinetry:  
Pinnacle Cabinetry, Cherry 
Custom built cabinetry, Cherry 
 
Countertops:  
Granite, Juparana India Gold 
CaeserStone quartz, Desert Limestone 
 
Backsplash: 
Pratt & Larson ceramic tiles 
 
Metal Hood: 
Custom built of hand forged steel and copper 
Fantech remote exhaust fan & stainless liner 
 
Appliances: 
Wolf cooktop, oven, microwave 
Dacor warming drawer on island 
KitchenAid refrigerator 
GE Monogram wine cooler in family room 
 
Lighting: 
Hubbarton Forge pendants 
Halo recessed cans 
Fanimation ceiling fan/light 
 
Windows: 
Andersen Windows & Doors 
 
Plumbing Fixtures: 
Elkay, Grohe 
 
Flooring: 
Red Oak strip flooring 
 

101010   

Products Used 

An new spacious kitchen now looks out onto a 
new breakfast room and family room space.  
The goal of seeing a wooded backyard from all 
spaces is evident.  All spaces have an Arts & 
Crafts feel as seen in the cherry cabinetry and 
ceramic tile details, and the copper and forged  
iron details on the light fixtures and island hood.  
An adjacent reconfigured mudroom and laundry 
room with custom cubbies allows a gracious  
entry into the home, and the kitchen as the core 
of a home is played out here in wonderful style.  


